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The Exploration of the Pluto System and Kuiper Belt Object 
Arrokoth by New Horizons:

The Farthest Exploration of Worlds in History

Alan Stern
Associate Vice President, Space Sector, Southwest Research Institute

The NASA New Horizons mission made the first spacecraft explorations of the Pluto System 
and a Kuiper Belt Object (KBO). This talk will summarize the mission, the scientific payload it 
carries, and many of the scientific findings from these two landmark explorations. The talk 
will conclude with a look at the continuing mission of New Horizons as it explores farther in 
the Kuiper Belt.


