
DLVO Theory



Two main mechanisms are shown here: a, coalescence sintering, and b, Ostwald ripening sintering. 
Coalescence sintering occurs when two clusters touch or collide and merge to form one bigger 
cluster. In contrast, Ostwald ripening sintering occurs by evaporation of atoms from one cluster, 
which then transfer to another. This is a dynamic process — both clusters exchange atoms, but the 
rate of loss from the smaller cluster is higher, because of the lower average coordination of atoms at 
the surface and their relative ease of removal. Thus big clusters get bigger at the expense of smaller 
clusters, which shrink and eventually disappear. The latter process is the usual form of sintering for 
metal clusters on a supported surface that are well spaced apart, although coalescence can occur 
for a high density of clusters. In general, the presence of the surface results in SMORS (surface-
mediated Ostwald ripening sintering) in which material is transferred from one cluster to another by 
diffusion across the surface, and not through the gas phase.





Nanomaterials for Biodiagnostic  
• Nucleic Acid

– Genetic information for identification
– Diseases, bacterium, virus, pathogen
– PCR with molecular fluorophore, State of the Art
– Expansive, Non-portable, Non-multiplexing 

• Proteins
– Cancers and diseases, unusual high concentration of 

marker
– ELISA (~pM) with molecular fluorophore
– No PCR version



Colorimetric Detection of DNA



Nature, 1996, 382, 607
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Surface Plasmon





AC Dielectric Response 

Plasma frequency



Biomolecular Binding in Real 
Time

Principle of Detection - SPR (Surface Plasmon Resonance)



Gold-Dextran Surfaces

SPR (Surface Plasmon Resonance)
Detection System

Microfluidic System





Localized Plasmon



















































Antibody and Antigen



Enzyme-Linked ImmunoSorbent 
Assay (ELISA)

Labeling
BSA/PEG



Microarray



Microarray







Glass Surface Modification





Biotin-Streptavidin



GeneChip



Scheme



cDNA Microarray



Protein Array



BSA Blocking



Cell Array



hCG immunoassay

human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG)



Nucleotide Sensor











DNA Sequencing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI0Fo9kaWqo

Next Generation Sequencing 1: Overview - Eric Chow



DNA Sequencing





DNA Sequencing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK-HlMaitnE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK-HlMaitnE






NGS Illumina

100-150 bp



Sequence by Synthesis



NGS Illumina
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZeN-IgjYCo





The four main advantages of NGS over classical Sanger sequencing are:

speed
cost
sample size
accuracy

NGS is significantly cheaper, quicker, needs significantly less DNA and is more 
accurate and reliable than Sanger sequencing. 

NGS is quicker than Sanger sequencing in two ways. Firstly, the chemical reaction 
may be combined with the signal detection in some versions of NGS, whereas in 
Sanger sequencing these are two separate processes. Secondly and more 
significantly, only one read (maximum ~1kb) can be taken at a time in Sanger 
sequencing, whereas NGS is massively parallel, allowing 300Gb of DNA to be read 
on a single run on a single chip.
The first human genome sequence cost in the region of £300M. Using modern 
Sanger sequencing methods, aided by data from the known sequence, a full 
human genome would still cost £6M. Sequencing a human genome with Illumina 
today would cost only £6,000.



Third Generation Sequencing



Zero Mode Waveguide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHCJ8PtYCFc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHCJ8PtYCFc


Zero Mode Waveguide

50 x 50 x 10 nm3 = 2.5 x 104 x 10-21 cc = 2.5 x 10-20 L= 25 zeptoliter







Nanopore Sequencing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcP85JHLmnI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzusVw4Dp8w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcP85JHLmnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzusVw4Dp8w






Digital PCR





Recombinant DNA

BiochemistryGenetic

Molecular Biology



DNA ligase

Restriction Enzyme







β-Galactosidase

PUC is a family of plasmids that have an ampicillin resistance gene and 
more importantly a lacZ gene. A functional lacZ gene will produce the 
protein β - galactosidase. Bacterial colonies in which β - galactosidase is 
produced, will form blue colonies in the presence of the substrate 5 -
bromo - 4 - chloro - 3 - indolyl - b - D - galactoside or as it is more 
commonly referred to, X-gal. 

The enzyme that splits lactose into glucose and galactose. Coded 
by a gene (lacZ) in the lac operon of Escherichia coli. 

http://www.everythingbio.com/glos/definition.php?ID=1605
http://www.everythingbio.com/glos/definition.php?ID=4147
http://www.everythingbio.com/glos/definition.php?ID=1602
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Lactose(lac).png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Lactose(lac).png


CRISPR CAS9
CRISPRs (clustered 
regularly interspaced 
short palindromic 
repeats) are segments of 
prokaryotic DNA containin
g short repetitions of base 
sequences. Each 
repetition is followed by 
short segments of "spacer 
DNA" from previous 
exposures to a 
bacterial virus or



Movie

• https://youtu.be/2pp17E4E-O8





Optogenetics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I64X7vHSHOE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I64X7vHSHOE
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